Integrated management of Fall Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda (Smith) in Africa: The Ethical Dilemmas.
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ABSTRACT
Fall Armyworm [(FAW) (Spodoptera frugiperda Smith)] is one of the most economically important insect pests in many parts of the world. It has been reported to infest over 80 plant species causing destruction during agricultural cropping seasons due to its wide host range and geographical distribution. This is a migratory pest which has been reported in many African countries. It is projected to pose enormous threat to food security in tropical Africa due to severe damage on crops. Several control methods have been fronted; chemical, biological, cultural and the use of botanicals. However, these methods have limitations linked to ethical issues. Therefore, this review will give an analysis of the ethical issues related to each of those methods with an aim of filling up the gaps and enhance their potential use in the integrated pest management programmes for Fall Armyworm in Africa where the pest is relatively ‘new’.
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